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SECOND LETTER 


{ADDRESSED To * 


DELEGATES. 


From THE SEVERAL ConoREGATIONS | 


or 


' PROTESTANT DISSENTERS . 


———— 1 


Wo MET AT DEVIZ ES 
On SEPTEMBER 34 1789. nk 


> EY 


BY THE AUTHOR, or THE ; FIRST LETTER, 


Many of our Modern Aſfertors of Toleration have „„ 1 
ſeemed to leave us deſtitute of what he calls a Public Leading, 


or Miniſtry; which Notion he treats as mere Enthuſiaſm, or 
| horrid Irreligion. 


For, in truth, Religion cannot be left 
thus to ſhift for itſelf, without the Care and Countenance of ; 
* Magistrate. . 


| "rs Shafteſbury's Letter VII. 5 


— 2 —— os . 
— 


SALISBURY: 
PRINTED AND SOLD BY E. EASTON; 
SOLD ALSO BY 
MESSRS, WILKIE, 
NO 71, ST,PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD, LONDON, 


1789, 


> Ae — uh ov no WS — 


SECOND LETTER. | 


3 


- . ws ſeveral Complaints | of Diffenters 
| throughout the kingdom were collected to- 
gether, the amount of them would be e nearly T 


to this effect: 


* 


The Magiſtrate has no Right to take cog= 
nizance of Principles: but by excluding 
Diſſenters from places of Truſt and Emolu- 
ment on account of. their Principles, he does 
take ſuch cognizance ; ; he therefore aſſumes 


C Right, which does not belong wy bim. 
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A SST IE s : 


— 


lit is a grievance, that the Fara of * 


Government ſhould continue to be confer” d | 
on any One Sect whatever, and that all N 
ſhould not in their turn be: favour d. 


N 4 e ene 
10 is a grievince, that Diffentets, Mideleper | 


5 frequent. the National Church, ſhould never- 
* rhileſs be compel! d to maintain n the National 
Church Miniſters. | 


pc . 


* 


"7 hefs Four Articles ſeem to compriſe the 4 
Subſlance of all complaints urged. by Dif- Ba 
ſenters : as Obiections to the Eccleſiaſtical Part | 
of o our x Governing OH 9 in a Political a3 > 


£ F340 


given to | the Teas” contained in ung 
„ 3 Arti- 


\ cular Form of Religious Worſhip, or any One 


particular Church ſhould be eſtabliſh'd. 


31 


ticken che Objeckions will be obviated, and 

the Diſſenters ought in Reaſon to admit the 
General Poſition, ee that however i it may mili- ar 
tate againſt their own Private Views, yet for = 
che fake of Public Good, soltE Form of : 
Eccleaſtical Government Would be ſup- 5 
| a .* And this Poſition 1 mall now en- 
deavour to defend, by conſidering the Four . 


Articles eiten above, lng each in it wh 
order. | | 13 Sin + Us; N 1 


1 „ 
That the Magiſtrate bas no Nieht to take. 


cognizance of Principles, i is partly true, apd = 


Fady falſe. It is always true, when applied 
= merely to the Internal Thought of the Indivi- 
dual Man or of the Citizen: for every Man, 
whether in his Individual or Social capacity, ; 
nay and will think as he pleaſes. on all ſub- 
jects whatever; but it is not unfrequently 
= falſe, when extended beyond Ce hought to open 
Declaration : + for there may be caſes, in which 


* * 


„ 


uch Declaration may be conſider-d as TY 
. Overt Act contrary to ſome Maxims adopted, 
| or ſome Laws ordain'd, for Public Welfare. 
In ſuch caſes, the Magiſtrate would be highly 
culpable, did he not endeavour to prevent 


the ſpreading of Principles, and did he not 


abſolutely forbid their Authors and Abertors 
to propagate them. 


Let us s firſt look to France and America for 
examples. 


While the National Aﬀembly i in France is 
conſtituting a Free Government, could the 
Preſident eſcape ſevere cenſure- if he were. to 
hear without indignation a defence of Abſolute 
Monarchy | ? Would he not be called upon to 
ſtop language at this time inſulting? Would 
not the Royal Partiſan be in peril. of his life, 
who could dare vindicate the. doctrines of 
Paſlive Obedience, and Non-Refiflancn? 


"As; 


try} 


"Aga; When the United States of America 5 
were contending for Independency, did Con- 
greſs permit Loyaliſts to condemn it's pro- | 
ceedings, | or to avow attachment to this _ 
Country? On the contrary, was not every 5 
perſon, though but ſuſpected of partiality to : 
England, mark'd out as a dangerous Man, and 
7 thence forced to retire? 


? Let us now put a caſe in our own Cou ntry. 10 
- Wer: any Member af either Houſe ; in Par- 


lament ſo weak as to propoſe the introduction 
of Popery, or ſo wicked as to excite a ſpirit of 


1 perſecution like GaRDpINx ER, or ſo iniquitous 


as to recommend cruelty of execution like 
IJxrrxxixs, would you not think the Magiſtrate 
had a Right to take cognizance of ſuch a Man's 
Principles? Yourſelves, Gentlemen, would be 
7 among the firſt to condemn ſuch Principles 
as treaſonable to the State; yourſelves would 
vote for filencing by coercive meaſures ſuch a 
foe to Public Liberty ; yourſelyes would pe- 


355 tition 


„ PSY 1 
tition the Commons to impeach ſuch an enemy 
and traitor to his Country; and thus would. 
you evince, that the Magiſtrate has a Right 


to 25 e of Principles declared * i 


yk cannot then be affirmed as an Univerſal 
Propoſition ce that the Magiſtrate has no Right 5 
to take cognizance of Principles:“ in their 
warmeſt zeal for Liberty, neither France, nor 


America could allow this: nor ſhould you, 


conſiſtently with what you would rightly do in 
the caſe laſt mentioned, deny that where Public 
Good requires it," the: Magiſtrate is bound in 
duty and a regard for his own. conſervation to 
prevent the propagation of Principles not 
0 conducive to his Government; in which pre- 
vention, he acts entirely on the allowed prin- 
ciple of Self. Defence. And upon this idea it 
is, that the Chief Magiſtrate of this Country 
witholds Favours from All deſcriptions of 
perſons, who avow a Diſſent from the Funda- 
mental Feipeiples of that Conſtitution by 
| | which : 


. 7 4 
which he is bound to govern : in witholditig 
which Favours, he a&s not contrary to Right, 
ke aſfumes no Right which belongs not pro- 
deny to him, ſince he does no more than pre- 
vent, not by puniſhment, but through di Meour- 
agement, the moſt lenient method poſſible, the 


Propagation of Principles e to One 
part of the Conſtitution. 


But you will urge as in Artiele the ſecond, : 
There i is no neceſſity that any One particular 
Fot of Religious Worſhip, or any One par- 1 
ticular Church "Wong be cſtabliſh' d. ; 
1 queſtion involves in it! ns conſe. 
| quences, and therefore deſerves Tl ſerious 15 
and ma ture deliberation. 


1 born a Religious Creature. In every 
civilized nation, either a Spiritual or Idol 
Deity has worſhip. Men will meet together 
to pay that worſhip. Suppoſe but Twenty : 
met Fw that purpoſe: how are they to proceed? 


B4 155 Some 


i 


Y % 1 
Some Form muſt be adopted. But what Form? 5 


| One ſuggeſts ſacrifice; another prayer; a third 
auſtere practices; a fourth ſinging; and in 


ſhort, each will recommend his own favourite 


5 mode. But at this rate, all will be confuſion: 1 
at length then the caſe will require, that All 
| ſhould acquieſce in One Form ſuggeſted by 


fome perſon, who has influence over the reſt. 


U 


In his Aſſembly of but 1 Peres 7 


may be ſeen the Origin of Church Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and the neceſſity for ſuch Eſtabliſhment, | 


Suppoſe there bs. in this Country Twenty 


bs different Syſtems all founded on Chriſtianity | 
ſeen in different views. Let twenty perſons, 
each of a different opinion reſpecting parti- 3 
culars held eſſential, meet together for Reli- 
gious worſhip. It were impoſſible for any J 
worſhip to be paid; becauſe | no one man 
would accord. with another either as to the 
Form proper to be obſeryed, or as to the doc- 
| trines fit to be inculcated. T heſe perſons then 


muſk 


T1 


wink ſeparate entirely, and each look out for 
Fellow-Citizens with whom to perform Reli- 


1 5 gious Service after a manner more ſuitable to 


his own notions and tenets. But each of theſe 
perſons, when ſeparated from their original 
Meeting, will conſider his own particular way 
beſt; for otherwiſe he would not have gone 
that way, He will too wiſh his own ſyſtem to 
prevail; for why otherwiſe ſhould he leave 


: other ſyſtems, but that he might prom ote his \ | 


| own? And ſo we ſhall ſee Twenty Sects, All 
contending for ſuperiority,” and endeavouring 
to riſe i in credit each above the other. 


Now as in this Country there muſt be a 


Chief Magiſtrate, and as that Chief Magiſtrate ,... 


will naturally wiſh to pay Religious worſhip, 
he mult neceſſarily join himſelf to ſome one 
or other of the Twenty Sects. Or would you 
have him go by alternate weeks to each of 


the Sets? Would you have him be to- day 


an Athanaſian, to-morrow. an Arian; then a 
: Socinian then an Unitarian, and ſo on 7 
8 rotation? 


33 


rotation? Such pliancy of Conſcience you 


would juſtly deem con temptible; and his 


departing from Sect to Sect would be term'd 
groſs Apoſtacy. He muſt then chooſe his 
Set: and to the Sect thus choſen, he cannot 


but be partial; for had he not been partial, 


bh 


he had not choſen one Se in preference ro 
another. The ſame ſincerity, with which every 


other Member of a different Sec 1 is actuated, 
will prompt the Chief Magiſtrate to wiſh his 


Sect ſuperior to others: probably too he will 


imagine, that if his Sect could take the lead 


and be guarded by Public Authority, there 


might be an end of competition among all 
Sec ; for it commonly happens, that the 
exertions of an opponent decreaſe in proportion 
| as the ſucceſs of the party oppoſed encreaſes, 


And thus we ſhall ſee the Chief Magiſtrate at 


the head of a Sect, whoſe Tenets may be moſt 
congenial with his own, 9 5 5 


Reſpect and Influence always attend on 


Power, if that Power be exerciſed with wiſdom 


and 


wlf7 : 


1 2 ] 


204 moderation. In vain will you declaim 


againſt the infirmity of Human Nature : the 


fact is ſo, that the Ruling Power will attract 2 
Reſpect and gather ſupport from Perſons the : 
molt conſiderable. in rank and fortune, Who 
are legally and mildly governed by it; and it 
vwill have Real weight, in proportion to the Real 
Reſpect in which it is held. The Chief Ma- 


giſtrate, by joining any particular Sect, will : 


draw others after him to the ſame Sect: his 
example will be prevalent, where the Sect 


| holds no. doctrine repugnant to Civil Liberty. 


And thus his Sect will be ſtrengthen'd by the 
acceſſion of Subjects the moſt conſiderable, if 


not in number, yet in authority and opulence ; 
and it will chen naturally follow that ſo 
powerful a Body :ſhould, from partiality to 


cheir own Sect, take ſume effectual methods to 


render it's ſuperiority permanent. Thence it 
comes that the prevailing Sect is eftabliſh'd, 


i. e. is ſettled on theſe Conditions, that who- 


ever would be Candidates for its Favours 
muſt comply with aro Roles: : 


L 12 ] 


This is the riſe and progreſs of Sect Eſta- 


bliſhment, or Church Eſtabliſnment, call it 
which you pleaſe ; a progreſs unavoidable, ſo 
long as Men will conceive different opinions 
concerning Religion, ſo long as they will 
maintain the opinions they conceive, ſo long 


as they will aim at placing their own opinions 


in the moſt favourable and advantageous light. 
Till we of this Country are brought into one 
woay of thinking, it ſeems abſolutely impoſſible 


but that ſome One Sect ſhould be uppermoſt, | 


and that others muſt make conceſſions ; the 
Set uppermoſt, for the time it continues 


_ ſuperior, will be the National Church: in 


former ages the Papiſts prevailed ; under 
Cromwell, the Independents ; at the'Glorious 7 
Revolution, the Preſent Church Eſtabliſhment 


was ſecured by a Calviniſtic Prince and a 


genuine Whig Parliament; by Men, who 


knew, who loved, who defended the Conſtitu- 


tion, the very Conſtitution which is now 
reviled by Diſſenters. Tes, Gentlemen, it 
was King William the Third who gave ſanction 


tw 


to our Preſent biene and the Acts 
which offend you were partly retained and 


| partly drawn by Men, who had felt the op- * 5 


by preſſion of an Independent Uſurper; who had Re 
lamented the levity of a King indifferent to 2 
all Religion; who had execrated the cruelty 
of a Papiſt Bigot; who were nobly reſolved 
to enjoy and perpetuate Freedom Civil and 


Religious to the Uruosr extent Posselz 
AND PRACTICABLE, ö 


bene FR diverſity of Sects and 
Opinions to be found in this Country, and the 
ſtrong propenſity with which all' Men are 
actuated to place their own Se& and their 
| own Opinion uppermoſt, it muſt follow from 
the courſe of things, that unleſs contending 
parties keep always on an equality, which is 
ſeldom the caſe when the parties are nu 
merous, ſome One particular Sect ſhould be 
prevalent : ſo that the Eſtabliſhment of ſome 
Church or another ariſes in a meaſure from 
: Natural Neceſſity, | 1, e. as a certain Effect 


natu- 


ris. 


— 


naturally and neceſſarily proceeding from A 
certain Cauſe. The Cauſe is, that Religious 
Parties will | ſtrive. for ſupetiority ſo long as 
| Man is Man: the Effect is, that one Party or g 


18 the other muſt in the FRO be victorious. cru! 


7 for: eſtabliſhing. One een eren 
from Politicah * eue 
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Expediency requires ee in the Great 


_ Council of the Nation. That Unanimity will 
be more or leſs, in proportion to the greater 
or leſs difference of opinions reſpecting 5 


Religious Subjects. And it may reaſonably 


be ſuppoſed, that ſuch difference will be leſs 
where-the Chief Magiſtrate viſibly patroniſes ; 
One Sect, than where he is indifferent to all; p 
the cauſe is, that the example of the Magiſ- 
trate will naturally lead the majority of his 
Senators to join the ſame Sect: whereas, if he 
is indifferent to all, a vaſt diverty of Reli - 


e 5 


| | Las „55 
| gious Opinions would be broughe into the ; 


go Senate. I Th, 
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Jou cannot pretend to ſay that Religious 


| Opinions will have no influence on Political 


Conduct. Lou cannot affirm it as your per- | 


ſuaſion chat n no zeal for Religious, Forms, and ; 


Doctrines will be carried | by Laymen into the 
Senate. For if fo, whence came the tranſac- 


tions of the laſt Century, under Charles the | 
Firſt, under Cromwell, under James the 


Second, under William the Third And 
| whence. is it, that you are calling on all voters 
5 to fill che Houſe of Commons with Diſſenters 
at the next Parliament Your knowledge of 


Hiſtory muſt have convinced you, that in 
every Country the Spirit of Politics is conge- 


nial with the Spirit of Religion: as harmony 
1n- Religion. 1s more or leſs. general, there as 


Te 


Proportionable Unanimity | in Politics. But 


it can never be a mode of obtaining harmony \ 
| in Religion to ſet Twenty different Sects in 


comperirion with cach other: the more ods". af 


vious 
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1 16 3 
vious weckd is to raiſe One Sect above com- Zin 
petition, and make it (in Sir Francis Bacon 8 
= e ” The obs = England. 1 

The force 6f reaſonings not diſſimilar to 
theſe, has been ſeen and acknowledged not by 
Religioniſts only, but by mere Men of the 
World: by Hunz for inſtance; who, although - 
he treats the ſubje& 1 in a manner inſulting to 
Prieſts of every denomination, and i in language | 
not becoming the Philoſophic character he 
affected to ſupport, is yet an Advocate for a 
Public Church Eſtabliſhment, upon the prin- 
ciple of preterving peace and order in the 
State. oy EE Bhs Oe oY 


21 
„4 Sir Francis Bacon (who was always for moderate 
_ counſels); when one was ſpeaking of ſach a Reformation of 


the Church of England, as would in effect make it no 1 
Church; ſaid thus to him, Sir, the ſubject we talk of i is 


the Eye of England ; and if there be a ſpeck or two in the | 


Eye, we endeayour to take them off; but he were a ſtrange 
oculiſt who would pull out the Eye.” Lord Bacop!s ; 
Works, Vol. iii. p. 293. Edit. 4t0, 17300. 


tn) 


3 Ale may naturally be thought (ors the 
Hiſtorian) * * at firſt view, that the Eccleſi- 
aſtics belong to the firſt claſs, and that their 
encouragement, as well as that of Lawyers 
and Phyſicians, may. ſafely be truſted to the 
liberality of Individuals, who are attached to 
their doctrines, and who find benefit or con- 
ſolation from their Spiritual Miniſtry and 


5 Aſſiſtance. Their induſtry and vigilance will, 


no doubt, be whetted by ſuch an additional 
motive; and their {kill in the profeſſion, as 
well as their addreſs in governing the minds 
of the People, muſt receive daily encreaſe, 


from their encrealing praQice, ſtudy, and | 


attention. 
ee But 16 we conſider the matter i more cloſely, 

we ſhall find, that this intereſted diligence of 5 
the Clergy is what every wiſe Legiſlator will 5 
ſtudy to prevent; becauſe in every Religion, 
except the true, it is highly pernicious, and 
has eren a natural tendency to pervert the 5 


9 Hame' 8 Hig, of England. Hen, vil. c. 29. 


RF 


: true, by nfoling into it a ſtrong mixture i | 
. ſuperſtition, folly, and deluſion. Each ghoſtly 
practitioner, in order to render himſelf more 
precious and ſacred in the eyes of his Re- 
tainers, muſt inſpire them with the moſt 
violent abhorrence againſt all other Sects, 
and continually endeavour, by ſome novelty, 
to excite the languid devotion of his Audience. 


No regard will be paid to truth, morals, or 5 
decency i in the doctrines inculcated. Every 


tenet will be adopted, that beſt ſuits the dif- 
orderly affections of the human frame. Cuſ- 
tomers will be drawn to each Conventicle by 


new induſtry and addreſs in Practiſing on the 
paſſions and credulity of the populace. And 
in the end, the Magiſtrate will find that he has 


paid dearly for his pretended frugality, in 


ſaving a ſettled foundation for the Priefts ; 


and that in reality the moſt decent and ad- 


vantageous compoſition, which he can make 


with the Spiritual Guides, is to bribe their 


indolence, by affixing ſtated falaries to their 


Profeſſion, and rendering it ſuperfluous for 
them 


{9} 


Hes to be farcher active, than ay to 
preſerve their fock from gin in queſt of 
new ' paſivees,” | 


7 5 As this Kanad reflects equally, or perhaps 
more, on the Eſtabliſh'd than the Diſſenting 
Miniſters (for Indolence in Religious Service 
is more culpable than Induſtry honeſtly though | 
injudiciouſly applied) the mere quoting of it 
| ſhould give no offence. It is quoted only to 
che that even ſuch a Man as Hume (who 
> was bigotted to nothing but Atheiſm) could 
allow it neceſſary towards the preſerving of 
peace and order, that there ſhould be ſome 
ſettled Foundation for Prieſts. The queſtion = 
would be, the Prieſts of what Sect ? You will 
contend for preference to thoſe of your Sects, 
and we ſhould be earneſt for thoſe of our own ; 
which in effect would be ſtriving to recom» 
mend the Form of Worſhip and Doctrine of 
each Sect as moſt worthy of Public Notice. 


„ H 
Religious Forms and Doctrines either are 5 
or are not of ſerious concern: if they are not, 
then all objections to a Teſt muſt be nugatory, 
becauſe no ſcruples of Conſcience can impede 
n perſon indifferent to Religion : : but if 
: Religious Forms and Doctrines are of ſerious | 
concern, then we have reaſon to apprehend 
from what has already happen'd in this king- 
dom, and from the uncharitable language 
even now too frequently and too bitterly uſed 1 
on all ſides, that you in your form, and we in 
our's ſhould ftrive to have the precedence, if 
either one or the other of us were not appa- 
rently encouraged and principally diſtinguiſh'd 
by Government: : in order to prevent which 0 
emulation, an emulation of fatal tendency, 
Government does encourage and diſtinguiſh 
us rather than you. 


But let me fu ppoſe that Government ſhould 
diſcourage us: what Sect would you wiſh to 
be prefer'd ? You will ſay perhaps, All Sects 
ſhould ſhare alike ; and Men of all perſuaſions 
_ ſhould 


1 4 1-5 
ſhould be wed in Civil Offices of Trufl 


and Emolument. But if All, then Jews, 
Mahometans, and Catholics will in their turn 
be Revenue Officers, Civil Magiſtrates, and 
Miniſters of State. And can you ſeriouſly 


affirm it to be your real opinion, that a Ma- 


giſtrate or Miniſter of either denomination 


would not watch his opportunity to promote 


his Brother - Seftariſt ? Aggregate ſums are 


5 formed of Units compounded: put ſeveral 


Individual Jews, Mahometans, or Catholics . 


into power, and it will be impoſſible but that 


by degrees ſome conſequences would enſue 


unfavourable both to you and us, as either of 


the parties muſt in time become a formidable : 


Sas not well "nes to us. 


Do you ROY « Only Prozetiant Chriſtians | 


ſhould be in places of power?” If ſo, there is 
an end of your Argument for Natural Right Li 


to power : for if Jews, Mahometans, and 1 


; Cabelics are to be excluded, then All Men 


_ alike have not a Natural Right. Do you next 


6 plead 
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plead not Natural, but Political Right? On 


what do you ground your Political Right? 
Political Right is founded on the appointment 
of the Legiſlative Body : : that appointment at 
| Preſent ſtipulates certain conditions to be 
performed, previouſly to the exerciſing of 
public Authority. Lou do not chooſe to e 
form thoſe conditions, and thus exclude your- 
ſelves from the Political Right to power. z 


But in fact, as for any Right to places of 


I Public Truſt and Emolument, no Man what- 


- =] 


at in this Country (except the King, and 
ſome few he ght, 


exerciſed by others Nay even the King's 


Right originates from Choice 1 in the People. 


| Should you be diſpoſed to 4100 what bo 


been hitherto adyanced, ſtill perhaps you will 
have recourſe to the Third Article; viz. It is 


a grievance that the favours of Government 
| ſhould continue to be confer'd on any One 
dee the Firk Letter addreſſed to the Delegates. 


[23] 


Set 4 and that All "_ ould not. in 
their W. be farour' d. 


4 I 5 perſons. cones after this manner, 


they ſpeak of Individual Men; whereas they i 


„ 


mould ſpeak of Principles. They ſhould 


object, that the Magiſtrate does not favour 


all principles alike, each in their turn; or in 
_ other words, that he does not adopt in his 
Government by ſucceſſive rotation, Principles 
the moſt heterogeneous, the moſt repugnant ; 
to each other. The Legiſlator, in ſpecifying 5 


conditions for the aſſuming of Authority, has 


d reſpect not to Men, but ſolely to Principles "Wu 
and by Principles 1 is the Chief Magiſtrate to 

be directed 1 in the Choice of his ſeveral officers. 
According to the idea of theſe complainers, 


>-all P r inciples | are | 5 to have | their period of 


7 Public Support z one. while, Preſbyterian * 


another, Independent; then Anabaptiſts ; and L 


then perhaps (though I rather think it may be 


5 doubted) Church- of- England Principles. 


But W the lighteſt conſideration would 
5 4 . con- 


Cap 


— convince the adviſers of ſo prepoſterous « 


ſcheme, that no Government could poſſibly 


_ exiſt, if ſuch a change of Principles were alter- 


\l 


nately adopted. Imbecillity at home and 
Contempt abroad are always the reſult ot: 


Fluctuating Principles, as they moſt protons 6 5 
Feine Counſels. 1 8 


Ic! is to be obſerved moreover, that the ad- 


vocates for this alternate participation of 
power and emolument, take for granted a very 
material point, viz. that the Se&, whoſe turn 


it might be to have favour, would when in 


| poſſeſſion of Authority and other advantages 


moſt willingly relinquiſh their places after a 
fix d period, that another Sect might ſucceed, 5 


But does it uſually. happen that men reſign 

| high offices ſo readily ? ? On the contrary, does 
it not more uſually happen, that the Party, 
8 which j is uppermoſt, will be tenacious of fupe- 


5 riority, and watch with ſome jealouſy the 


motions of thoſe who are not ſo elevated? If WL 
the latter be not the caſe, whence proceeded 


4 : 


the 


1 25 Þ: 
the aa events of 17802? Why did a Pro 
teſtant Aſſociation, but Nine Years „ 


beſet the Houſes of Parliament in defiance of 


all Laws with Forty Thouſand Petitioners, and 
8 why was the City of London plunged into all 
the horrors of a Civil War? The Catholics | 


qu. 


profeſs'd that ce they entertained no Principles : 


inconſiſtent with the welfare of Government”. 


| why were they not credited ? Why ſhould they 


0 be relieved ?: Yer Nine Years have ſcarcely 
5 elapſed, ſince We Proteſtants thus ſhew'd our | 


Spirit, when the ſmalleſt intention of relieving 


the Catholics was indicated by the Legiſlature. 
The major part of us Proteſtants were then 
actuated, are ſtill actuated, by jealouſy cowards 


them. Proteſtants have now the ſuperiority ; 


the leaſt diminution of that ſuperiority they 
will not patiently endure. | The tranſactions 


of that fo very recent a period ſhould be a 
moſt convincing proof, that no Se& whatever 


will be inclined to deſcend from it's more ele- 


vated rank, in order that competitors may 


(Hare with it in advantages.” At leaſt, the 


time 


11 


| E 1 1 


time ſor ſuch diſintereſted ſef-denial. is not 
yet come: nor can it come, till an evil worſe _ 
. than moderate zeal has befallen us; I mean 


total Indifference to Religion. I repeat the 
word moderate zeal, that I may not. be miſ- ” 
taken as an advocate for intemperate zeal : 


| Intemperate zeal I abhor, and therefore men- 


tion with mark'd deteſtation the procee dings- N 
of us Proteſtants only Nine Years ſince; pro- 


ceedings which ſhould warn us All not to 


- begin anew Religious Diſputes; proceedings 
| which ſhould remind us All that we little 


know the conſequences of beginning to fo. 


ment them! 


* 


« Are we this to bear with patience (hy 


you) any and all grievances impoſed on 


iy, 


by Government ?” No; moſt aſſuredly not, 15 

. if you ſuffer any real Grievances. But beware 
how you are miſled by a ſet of words without 
well weighing the import of them: beware 


how you raiſe a factious ſpirit, a clamorous 


murmur of diſcontent, and diſturb the peace 


"af 


T5 1 
[th of the Community, when Fo abſolutely fubfer 
no > Grievance, 55 


e The ret; Act, the Penal Laws (you reply) = 

ate Grievances ;'”” you will reſer me to the 

Third of your Reſolutions, wherein you cen- 
ſure Government as acting againſt liberty, 


good ſenſe, and humanity, « by impoling this 


17 5 Teſt upon the execution of ſome offices and 


not requiring it in others, without any rea- 
ſonable diſtinction; and by affording no ad- 


ditional ſecurity to the Conſtitution either 8 


Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, which they were in- 
| tended to defend; and laſtly by inflicting on 


| thoſe who fill ſuch offices without taking the 


Sacrament. of the Lord's Supper within a 


limited time, agreeably to the rites of the oo 
Church of England, a very heavy penalty, and 


| ſuch ſevere diſabilities, as ought only to be x 
| annexed to the moſt atrocious crimes,” bby 


{Aw me to remmors that in OY your | 
Third Reſolution there is palpable Incon- 
fie. | 


B 


146 f 
ſiſteney. You object to a Teſt altogether, as 
to an Evil; and yet complain that the Teſt is 
not more generally required; or in other 
words, that the Evil which you diſlike is not 
extended wider than at preſent it is extended. 
- ef hore like contradiction? 


Then again, you beg the queſtion, when 
vou affirm that the T eſt Laws afford © no ad- 
ditional ſecurity to the Conſtitution either 
Civil or Fecleſiaſtical,” 255 Perhaps after read- 


ing the Arguments i e in this Letter for 


the neceſſity of a Church Eſtabliſhment, ſome 


perſons may be of opinion that Teſt Laws, of 

-fome kind or another, do afford additional 
ſecurity to the Conſtitution Civil and Eecle- 
Ae 0 e 


As to che ſeverity of 106 penal Laws, it is 
not my preſent buſineſs to diſcuſs particulars, 


but to argue on GENERAL Principles ; accord- 
ing to which I aver, that if it be expedient for 


the Magiſtrate to ſupport | a Government 
Eccle- 


1 8 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, then it will be ex- 
tremely impolitic in him to employ, as ſubor- 
dinate Miniſters or Officers, perſons that are 
not friendly to Born parts of his Government * 
he would be indirectly inſtrumental to the 


deſtruction of his own Government, if he em- 


ployed ſuch perſons. He muſt then have 
ſome proof of attachment to Born parts. 
Whatever proof he requires, ſhould be ample, 


and unequivocal. It ſhould be known uni- 


verſally that he requires ſuch proof. Then 1 
ſay, if any perſon knowing ſuch proof to be 
the condition on which he is to be employed, 
vill yet creep into Offices without performing 


| the condition, there will be reaſon to ſuſpeR 


him of Political Inſincerity: and ſome ſevere 
6 penalty ſhould be inflicted on ſuch Fal ſehood 


as on a Political Crime moſt atrocious; for a 


| moſt atrocious crime it is, voluntarily and 


f knowingly to engage in a cauſe with a deter- 
mination to betray it. 


But 


7 


lg 


1 FLY 


But granting that the Penal L005 4 are harſh F- 
12 do you really and truly ſuffer from thera whilſt | 
you continue to act as virtuous Men and 
peaceable Subjects? What Dr. Price acknow- 
ledges in ſome caſes, may be applied to all 
Thanks be to God, the times in this Country 


are happily altered. We can now think as We 
+ pleaſe, and profeſs what we think: and though 
the Laws continue the ſame, we can rely on 


the generoſity (not to ſay the g 000 the 
Public, for protection againſt them, while we 


keep within the limits of fair n and 
50 argument.” ®. 2 


Again 2 


* See p- 365 Dr. Paier: 8 Semen, on de Chriſtian 


Doctrine. 


Thabe is mich fberatiry in the ae declaration 


made by Mr. Tay Lok at his Ordination June 21, 1770. 
But though I profeſs myſelf a hearty friend to the Diſ- 
ſenting Intereſt, 1 cannot, however, omit the preſent oppor- 


tunity of declaring, that I do by no means approve the 


conduct of thoſe of my own perſuaſion, who take a mali- 


cious pleaſure in continually expoſing the defects of the 


Religion of their Country, and in pouring out uncharitable 


denſures W thoſe, who 88 and defend 1 it. Such a 
conduct 


[ 3 } 


A ds chen 1 repeat it, you abſolutely ſoffer 

no Grievance. Grievance implies Injury: you 
ſuffer no one Injury; for Government in it's 
conduct towards you violates no ſingle Right 
which you can claim as Men or Citizens. 


Are not your Perſons Free? Are not your — 


words as unreſtrained, and your actions as un- 

impeded as ours? Are not your fortunes and 
properties ſecure? Are not the Courts of Ju- 
rice impartial, deciding equitably to Men of 
All denominations? Are you not returnable = 

to the Houſe of Commons, if the People chooſe 

you as Repreſentatives? Are you prevented 
ttom fitting in the Houſe of Lords, if the 
| privilege of Peerage belongs to you? And do 


Conduct as this, I am perſuaded, can anſwer no good pur- 


poſe. Whilſt I enjoy the advantages of a toleration; whilſt | 


I am permitted without moleſtation to worſhip God in the 
manner I moſt approve ; I ſhall think myſelf bound by the 
laws of candour, of moderation, and even of gratitude, to 
refrain from ſaying, or doing, any thing which may give 
- unneceſſary offence to the. profeſſors of that Syſtem of Reli- | 
gion, which the Laws of this kingdom have countraancad 

ä GENE 


lol 


you not form. Religious opinions. each ie 
_ himſelf, and each worſhip the Deity after what; 
ever manner t he thinks Proper? 


ab not cheh. you are aggrieved, valef as. 
the term aggrieved you would be under» 5 
ſtood to intimate you have not every thing 


you could wiſn. Tou are compelled to do 
nothing: you are left free to do every thing. 


Lou may be Magiſtrates if you will convince : 
the Legiſlator that vou are friends to Born 0 5 
parts of that Conſtitution, which by King, 
Lords, and Commons, (the Three Eſtates 
Which have undoubted right. to legillate for 


” 


is Rill preſerved: but if you chooſe not to 


convince the Legiſlator that you are ſuch 


friends, he does not compel you, he does not 
ſollicit you to do it. You have not WE ſmal- ' 


leſi foundation for complaint, unlefs you are 


ſo unreaſonable as to demand things 1 income 
patible. Every thing in life hath it's con- 
dition. Do you wiſh for ſecurity from foreign 


Enemies f 


this Country) was originally eſtabliſh'd, and 


« 
| 
1 

— 


Tot 


Enemies? You muſt ſubmit to pay taxes fb, _ 


the ſupport of Fleets and Armies. Do you 1 85 
wiſh for Civil Liberty? You muſt ſubmit 1 
have Laws framed by the Legiſlative Body 
for the reſtraint of Individuals. Do you wiſh 
| for a ResPECTABLE Government in England, * 
the ſeat of Empire to a wide Dominion and 5 


not ſo circumſtanced as either Scotland or 


Ireland ? You muſt ſubmit to regulations ap- 


| pointed by the Three Eſtates of the Realm 
for the promoting of domeſtic Peace and 


EY - Order, | 


* The Reſolutions oafs'd at Dolche on the 100 


une lay particular ſtreſs on the caſes of Scotland and 


Ireland. But the caſes are not parallel; for neither of thoſe 
Countries is ſo circumſtanced as England, either with 


reſpect to number of Inhabitants, Internal SeQts, or External 


Connexions. The ſame Syſtem of Policy is not applicable 


to all ſituations. A ſmall State may be governed with fewer 
degrees of ſubordination than a large one. A State, that 
has no remote provinces to rule, requires leſs vigor in it's 
Conſtitution, than a Nation that muſt controul far- diſtant 


Adminiſtrations. Then with regard to Ireland, as the 


1 


Catholics have a majority of ſix to one over the Proteſtants, 
it is the intereſt of All Proteſtants to unite in one common 


cauſe againſt them. The inſtancing then of Scotland and 
; ireland | 1s * to the purpoſe. 
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5 Order? Theſe are the prices 70 which ſuch Pub- 11 
lic Bleſſings are to be obtained. But Peace and 
Order are the effects of Unanimity, as in all other 5 
matters, ſo more particularly in the cohcefnd | 


1s unattainable, yet a ſufficient degree of it 

for the ſecurity and ſtability of Government 
may be procured by the mode, not aſſumed | 
at the ſole will of the Chief Magiſtrate, but 
appointed by Legal Authority, viz. by making 1 
the Chief Magiſtrate take the lead in Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Concerns, and by preſcribing 1 
: One Common Form of proving attachment to 
the Conſtitution : ; acquieſcence i in which Form 
is propoſed as the Condition on which the 
Favours (for they are no man's Rights) the 5 
5 Favours of Subordinate Magiſtracy may be 

granted; perfect liberty however is left to 
every perſon either to accept the Favours with 5 
the annex d Condition, or to th both, "5 
his option. 


1 come 


of Religion: : and though perfect Unanimity 1 


: 4 


„„ 


5 35 * 5 
Ic come now to the Fourth Anticle « 2 


It is a Grievance, that Diſſenters, who never 


Goyuede the National Church, ſhould never- 
thelefs be compelbd to maintain the National g 
N Church Miniſters. 125 


i 11 hor kak hon aid on. | Article the Second : 
be concluſive, and if it has been proved that - 


SOME Eſtabliſh'd Form of Religion be neceſ- : : 
ſary for the preſervation of Peace and Order, 


then this ſeeming Grievance can have no 


x weight as a Public Objection, however | it may 
effect an Individual. Public Good requires 
NWiitugt in the Church, as in the Army, Navy, 


and Law, there ſhould be officiating perſons 
regularly appointed and maintained by the 


Public, for the diſcharge of certain duties 


neceſſary for the general welfare. The money 


paid by all Subjects for the maintenance of 


the National Clergy is to be conſidered in the >. | 
ſame lightas any other Tax contributed towards 5 
the diſcharge of National Expences : and there 


is no more Reaſon in complaining that money . 
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5 to the National Church Miniſtry th 7 


E perſon who frequents not the Church, than See 
would be in murmuring to pay taxes for ſup- 


port of an Army, though one had no Commiſ- 


ſion in it; or of a Fleet, though one had never 


enter'd a Ship: or of a Court of Juſtice, 
though one were no Barriſter, nor had ever 0 


commenced a Law- Suit. A National church 
either | is, or is not, to be ſupported : if it is, 
then all Subjects muſt contribute to the main- 
tenance of the Church as to the maintenance 
of other National Eſtabliſhments. The Laigits 
 lator eſtabliſhes a Church; the conſequence i is 
obvious. 


Remember (ſays Lord Shafteſbury) chat Hz, whom 


you own to be your Maſter and Legiſlator, made no Laws 
relating to Civil Power, or interfering with it. So that all 


Pre- eminence, Wealth, or Penſion, which you receive, or 


expect to receive, by help of this aſſumed Character (i.e, the 


- Prieft's) is from the Public, whence both the Authority and 


Profit is derived; and on which it legally depends; all 
other Pretenſions of Prieſts being Jewiſh and Heatheniſn, 
and i in our State, Semis Diſloyal, and FaRtious.” 


Letter IN. = 


1 | U 


RY. CES 
And ſuffer me in this Nase t to ren the 
® FP illiberality, with which ſome perſons of late ”" 
| b 1 have cenſured the Clergy, for legally demanding — 
| | ſmall ſums legally due, but obſtinately and 
1 =. iniquitouſly witholden, It ſhould be remem- 
3 ber'd, that Prieſts are forbidden by Law to 
1exerciſe any Trade: the greater part of them 
| muſt therefore depend on their Eccleſiaſtical - 
; 5 ; Ilncomes for ſubſiſtence : : thoſe Incomes ariſe 
=— from an accumulation of ſmall ſums ; in the 


775 moſt laborious Vicarages this is particularly 
the caſe. If then it be a crime, or an act cen- 
ſiunrable to demand ſmall ſums, the Clergy muſt 
be reduced either to ignominy, or to poverty: 
; by requiring punctual payment of their dues 
they will incur the one; by remitting ſuch | 
dues they will fink into the other. And now 
FF _ fee with what cruelty. theſe Declaimers treat 85 
„ . the Clergy. The Legiſlator encourages per- = 
ſons to become Prieſts; appoints that they 
ſhould be paid by a collection of ſmall ſums ; 
commands them not to purſue any ſecular em- 
ann. 3 and yet they arc to 5. reviled for 
cal. 
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| collecting the very ſums appropriated. to heir ” . 
uſe, and for their maintenance. It was well 


2 7 


he; gf es 0 


the Prieſthood entirely, let them ſpeak out: 


5 friends. In ſuch a declaration they. would at | 
| leaſt have the credit of bei ng Bold Adventurers, 


Men vir tuous upon principle ; | to effect that 


which no Magiſtrate can effect, the prevention 


but could ſcarcely be called deep proficients 
in Politics. The office of Prieſthood (con- 


4 nec C9 


X fider' d merely i ina political view) is to incul- 
cate the obſervance of Moral duties; to make 


of evil in ſecret; to render the People good 
Subjects and good Men. Whoever ſees n ot 


5 Lord Kenan 


= 6 
N 


that ſuch an office muſt be of infinite ſervice 
to * Nt more partigularly to a Free State, 
| where 


# 


argued by a moſt able and moſt. reſpectable 1 + 
Lawyer,* that Modus and ſmall Tythe to the 
Clergy were as Quit-Rents to Lay-Lords; 1 
and that there was no greater impropriety that 7 
the one ſhould demand their dues, . than that 
„ other ſhould. If Declaimers would aboliſh | 4 


8 


open enemies are more honourable than falſe 


8 1 39 15 
f 1 5 e Military Force and ee Power oy 
dare not terrify Men into decent manners, 


| muſt have conſider'd this point but very 
| Cightly. I fay not, that no Man of Moral 
E Worth, 1 ſay that no Politic Magiſtrate, 7 
f | | however wicked he may be himſelf, vill * 
EY ever attempt to aboliſh Prieſthood 
every ſhape and of every deſcription, ak : 
an endeavour would be imprudent on two 
accounts; if it ſucceeded, he would find his 
Government infinitely more difficult, as his 
| Bubjects would be more diffolute : probably. 
however the endeavour would be fruitleſs; for 


= as Men are Religious no leſs than ſocial Beings, 
ſome Religion or another would be embraced, | 

| and Prieſts would be appointed: the only 
_ queſtions would be, whether the True God or 
m 1dol ſhould be worſhipped, and whether 

| = Uwe Prieſts ſhould 'be Prieſts of Jznovan or 
of Jupiter. In every point of view then, a 
Prieſthood muſt be retain'd ; and if retain'd, 
muſt be ſupported. The ſupport too ſhould 

be liberal in order to be elfectual; for ſuch 


libe- 
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Thus IR have 15 confider'd * Four * wy 
ticles ſpecified at the beginning of this Letter 1 
and if the Arguments uſed on this occaſion be 
added to thoſe of a Former Letter addreſſed "4. 
to you, the Chief Heads of All your Com- 
plaints will have received ſome anſwer. 0; 


To ſom vp. all, in FE words. After ſome I 
reading, and much thinking, 1 muſt for myſelf 
conclude thus: that no Country | in it's Con- 
ſtitution Free, in it's inhabitants Populous, 
in it's opinions Divided, in it's Dependencies 3 
and Dominion widely Connected, can poſſibly | 
have Stability and Permanency | in its. Goyern- 
; ment, if there be not ſome Religious Eſta- 
bliſnment: that ſuch Eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
made on ſo wide a ſeale, as to comprehend. 
all who can agree in Fundamental Points, 


however they may differ as to immaterial, par- 
ticulars: ; 


liberality will in RAR encourage Miniſters Ti 


to qualify themſelves i in learning, and to con- © 
duct themſelves with e 


, g 1 / xa... 
7 #* \ 
a 4 1 2 
+a : f 
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to the Civil Government. 15 


1 4 1 


- 


all, be the Eſtabliſh'd Church what it may, it 


OPS that thorefbie- it's Doctrines ſhould S 
"bet as plain and pure as they can be made: 
that it's language ſhould be moderate; and con- 

duct mild towards all Sects whatever, ſince after 


is but the Prevailing Sect: and that to diſturb | 
the prevailing Sect, unleſs: it be notoriouſly , 
| bad, is improper, | impolitic, and inexpedient, 


becauſe * Daxczrovs, extremely Dauornous h 


yet it by no means follows thence that sou Innovations 


may not be ſo. If from any Innovations may be fear'd a 


greater degree of Evil, than what is experienc'd in the 


Caſe to be alter'd, then ſuch Innovations are dangerous. 8 
The queſtion will be, what can juſtify the fearing of ſuch 
Evil? Clearly, fair Reaſoning upon Experience of Facts, 

the very ground of appeal to which the Reſolution refers. 
Such Reaſoning then on the Experience of Facts juſtifies us 
in fearing more Ill” than Good from the Innovations pro- 


poſed; we may therefore in this Cafe N Inno- . 
s n to be daugerous. 


Upon cheir own ground of arguing, "hank really ſeems 


CC 
on the Seventh Reſolution paſs'd at Don chzs TN 
it may be remark'd, that although the Reformation and 


Revolution moſt abundantly prove it irreconcileable with 
Facts to aſſert that ALL Innovations are dangerous,” ? 


 potking more which Diſſenters can with — IR. urge, 8 


Re la all wis, 1 ul Wen — 
ER. a leſs will it be intoleratit or illiberal tb 
acknowledge without reſerve, that ſhould | 
King, Lords, and Commons, declare any 
other Sect to d. more conformable to the * 
Spirit of the Goſpel, more congenial with tile 
Civil Government of this Country, and there- 
ſore more to be encouraged than our Church; 
conſidering as 1 do, that in thoſe Thret 7 
Eſtates is veſted the Legiflative Power; per- "= 
 fradedas1] am, that Legal Iniquity will never 
be ſanction'd by the Parliament of a Limited 
; date. and that i to What s 


29 9 ei i vt. F * ends - | con- 1 % 4 


than « that i it is expedient : at leaſt to try per A may be the | 
reſult of aboliſhing all Teſts. But this would be in effect 

to ſay, it is expedient to ſet aſide what we retain as 2 Pre- 
ſumptive Good, in order to hazard the incurring of what 
we conceive to be a Preſumptive Ill. A mode of adding 
dis, contrary to every maxim of human prudence. - Should | 
| they however perſiſt in calling every kind of Teſt an actual 
Evil to the Country, and zherefore urge the expediency of 

| abolition ; the anſwer i is obvious: viz. if it be an Evil, 

| = we know the extent of it; whereas the extent of Evild 
8 to be fear'd from Innovation, we do not know. But 
—_ common ſenſe GireQts, an of Two Evils we mould chools | 
| * leaſt. 


do join as a LayMan, not indeed with r 
. Set, but with any One Sect that held the = 7 
Divine Perſonal Pre-exiſtence of Cnzrs7 „ 
worſhipped Him as their Redeemer. But till 


2 ; I hope very far diſtant!) I am bound by every 
tie of Honour and Conſcience to ſupport the 
GENERAL SysTEM of the Church of England; 


ol Univerſal 
tion; that Independence in Private Life is 


t 13 * I 
rio! 07 eſtabliſk'd, however: L | 
condudted may not always be expedient ; wat 


Liberty is che reſult not of ungoverned Licen- 
_ tiouſacſs, but of Mild Reſtraint by Law 


* 


not 
lity, but of due Webers 


perfectly conſiſtent and compatible with Obes - 


dience to the Civil Magiſtrate; that true 
fr Patriotiſm conſiſts in the generous ſacrifice of 
SBelf- Advantage, and the decent ſubmiſſion of 
Self- Opinion to the conſideration of Public | 
Weal; thus perſuaded, 1 ſhould think it my 

| duty as a peaceable Subject to acquieſce, and 


ſuch other Sect is eſtabliſhed by Law (an event 


all. to wiſh * n chat Al Church-of- 
2 Laien, 
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